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Deciphering Dwellings: Home is where the ___ is 
 

 
Hatch Art Project – the latest contemporary art gallery in Asia Square – showcases bold, exciting, 
and emerging new blood from Asia Pacific. 
 
Opening date: 26 September 2018 
Opening reception: 26 September 2018, 6 pm 
Soap-making Workshop: 26 September 2018, 7 pm 
Exhibition period: 26 September – 31 October 2018 
Opening hours: 1030 am to 7pm (Mondays to Fridays), 12 pm to 4 pm (Saturdays) 

 
Programme: 
5:50 pm – 6:00 pm : Registration 
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm : Soap-Making Workshop 
8:00 pm – 10:00 pm : Engagement with Artists 
 

About the exhibition 
Hatch Art Project inaugurated its first exhibition series with its second instalment, titled 
Deciphering Dwellings: Home is Where the ___ is. This group exhibition will feature works by emerging 
artists from Southeast Asia. 
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Home is generally accompanied by powerful emotional bonds that engage us with a sense of 
nostalgic, almost mythical vision. A nostalgic understanding of home is a homogenous, peaceful, 
safe, and secure. A home allows people to be integrated within a meaningful and all-embracing 
structure through social and physical solidarity. Thus, the common expression goes ‘Home is where 
the heart is.’ 
 
However, there are other considerations when thinking of home. The eight emerging Southeast 
Asian artists in this exhibition suggest how a home is lived and experienced by people as a place. 
 
Bitto (b. 1987, Philippines) juxtaposes black figures against brightly coloured backgrounds to show 
the underlying disconnect between a location and its inhabitants. By using rigid, artificial lines and 
colours, he explores themes of discomfort and tragedy in a different light. 
 
Issay Rodriguez’s (b. 1991, Philippines) installation combines embroidered curtains and video – two 
mediums that are rarely presented together as complementing art pieces – to create a unique view 
on how Marikina City’s hides urban poverty. Priding itself to be a clean municipal, the city council 
builds walls to hide impoverished squatters and their makeshift homes to beautify its streets. What 
happens next to these walls can be considered as a hilarious game of cat-and-mouse between the 
city council and its denizens. Expanding on the theme of walls, Rodriguez hangs colourfully 
embroidered curtains opposite her video. Just like Marikina’s walls, curtains are meant to filter what 
could be seen or not. But unlike the walls which serve as blinders, they are translucent – inviting 
curiosity and inclusivity. 
 
Eko Bambang Wisnu (b. 1985, Indonesia) gives an optimistic take on the refugees and asylum 
seekers which have been directed to his country. Despite their unfortunate situation and 
uncertainty, he suggests a hopeful opportunity for the asylum seekers to start anew, with minimal 
baggage. He also invites gallery viewers to draw their own “dream home” but only if they have a 
tent to survive. 
 
These artists ask how the idea of home is divorced from prevailing nostalgic, almost mythical, vision. 
They examine the concept of one’s abode as a physical dwelling space within the context of social, 
cultural, and political issues, thereby detaching it from the traditional way of understanding home. 
They are most interested in how dwelling places delineate power dynamics and socio-economic 
conditions and their impacts on places called home. 
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Participating Artists 
Azizul Nasir (b. 1991, Malaysia) 	 	 	 Bitto (b. 1987, Philippines)	
Eko Bambang Wisnu (b. 1985, Indonesia)  Issay Rodriguez (b. 1991, Philippines) 
Limhay Chhum (b. 1996. Cambodia)   Ngoc Nau (b. 1989, Vietnam)	
Thong Yoong Onn (b. 1995, Malaysia)   Tuan Mami (b. 1981, Vietnam) 
 
About HUSH: Soap-Making Workshop 
 

 
 
Artists Issay Rodriguez (b. 1991, Philippines) and Bitto (b. 1987, Philippines) will conduct a soap-
making workshop at the gallery at 7 pm on the 26 September. 
 
This workshop is born out of the artists’ concerns discussed in the exhibition: beauty, cleanliness, 
and the tension between concealing and revealing. The artists will make use of a familiar domestic 
object to discuss and reflect on their ideas together with the workshop participants. 
 
The aim is to create an ephemeral sculpture that lets one "decipher" ourselves by making an object 
one can exchange or use afterwards. These exchanged objects contain narratives that may be 
extracted from audience engagement. 
 
The workshop will last for 1 hour. Materials and equipment for soap-making will be provided. 
Please RSVP your attendance to mus@hatchartproject.com  
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About the Gallery 
Hatch Art Project is a contemporary art gallery located in Asia Square Tower 1. Situated within 
Singapore’s main business & finance hub, it provides a sophisticated and creative experience to our 
audiences through the hosting of diverse exhibitions and public programmes. Having recently 
launched on 4 of June 2018, Hatch Art Project aims to present a variety of creative projects 
through a wide range of media. It focuses on young emerging artists from the Asia-Pacific. You 
can expect art that is not only visually arresting but also works that engages the current social 
climate in Asia with a global context. 
 
Art World Forum Panel 
Art World Forum is an emerging global platform which aims to build valuable networks between 
art professionals and business leaders. The theme for the 3rd Annual Singapore edition is 
sustainability. Hatch Art Project will be holding a panel with Issay Rodriguez (b. 1991, Philippines), 
Ngoc Nau (b. 1989, Vietnam), Bitto (b. 1987, Philippines), and Sue Oh (Curator). The discussion 
panel questions how dwelling and working spaces (along with their environmental, social, and 
political aspects) affect developing practices of artists in Southeast Asia? What is the next step in 
strengthening creative development? 
 
Venue: One Farrer Hotel & Spa 
Date: Thursday 27 September  
Time: 3 pm 
 
Closing reception venue: Hatch Art Project 
Date: Thursday 27 September  
Time: 6 pm onwards 
 
For more information, visit http://www.artworldforum.com/singapore-2018-2/ 
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Press Enquiries 
Mus van Haas 
Manager 
Sales & Marketing  
mus@hatchartproject.com 
+6590301133 
+6562444086 
Opening/Workshop RSVP to Mus van Haas by 24 September 2018 
 
Website: http://www.hatchartproject.com 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/HATCHARTPROJECT/ 
Facebook Events Page: https://www.facebook.com/events/166558397360408/ 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/hatchartproject/ 
 
Hi Resolution Images: https://tinyurl.com/dwelling2018  


